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ARGUMENT. 


un Dr of. 


Paſſive Obedience 


3 it "oY an impulſe of Na- 


tture to celebrate that Goodneſs by 


which we are influenc'd, and an 
univerſal Inſtinct diſpoſes to ex- 
ince too, the in- 
finite Obligations of Providence have 


naw made Subjection our Happineſs, as 
much as Religion has always aſſign'd it 
our Duty, and we have a Monarch ſo 
indulging, that our only Yoke is a preſ- 
ſure of Inability to raiſe. a deſery'd' Com- 
enten it is obvious ta reflect with 
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Gratitude, on the Comforts of an eaſie 


making the Parallel run exact between 
Trajan and our Monarch, would be an 
Injury to the latter, who is propos d to 
compleat it; and ſhould we purſue a 
Reheèearſal of whatever might be fairly 
imputed, the Deſign would be ſuſpected 
not to Rival but Outvie, not to Equal 
but Excel, which though a Juſtice on the 
one part, would be a ſeeming Deroga- 
tion on rt. 
And I challenge the moſt unthinking 
to light upon any one commendable qua- 
lity here Recorded of a - Foreign Hera, 
but what he ſhall immediately pronounce 
copied and ſurpaſt by our Native Mo- 
arch, A Monarch who by Submiſſiqn 
5 Sig « while 
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while a Subject, taught others to Obey, 
and himſelf to Command. Whoſe Pa- 
tience, Generoſity and Courage were ne- 
ver more the Envy of the Factious, than 
the Amazement of the Impartial, and. 
the Tranſport of the Loyal; whoſe Au- 
ſpicious entrance to a Throne, aſſures 
the happieſt Progreſs, and merits the 
longeſt Eſtabliſhment on it. A Monarch 
whoſe Accompliſhments are in each re. 
ſpect ſo admirable, that they ſurmount 
Flattery, and defie the rankeſt Malice. 
Whoſe Vertues are every way ſo Illu- 
ſtrious, that they dazle no leſs than en- 
lighten: And (what his Piety abhors) 
they almoſt threaten to eclipſe the Glo- 
ries of his Royal Predeceſſors. | 


There is indeed one odd kind of Vir- 


tue in Trajan which we care not ſhould 
be honoured with Imitation, and that is 
his wheedling of the Mobile by ſeveral 


little leſs than ſneaking Inſinuations, 
which betray a too violent ambition of 
being Popular, and imply that he choſe 


rather to be a Fondling than a Maſter of 
his Subjects, which, however ſpecious and 
alluring, taſtes of a low Soul, and un- 
hinges all Government, makes Obedience 
and Submiſſion precarious, animates to 
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to be commended ; and the other, | good 


touch on an Action, which, if ſet off to its 


EE « 6 ) WE} 
claim as a Debt whatever is in a good 
Humour granted, and is in effect a feſig- 
nation of all Authority on the one Ha 
anq a diſpenſation for Reſiſtance on the 
ether. 

A main ſpecimen of this cafineſs-in * 
Trajan is his fine bravo * at the delivery an 
of a Sword to the Captain of his Guards, | 
Take this, and if ] Govern well, uſe it for 
me - But if ill, againſt me. This generous 11 
Charge two Republican Commentators 
are fo much affected with, that one I of ny 
them thinks it a conceſſion never 


Manis angry with the dull Pliny for be- 
ing no more Rhetorical on fo 1 n a 
Topick, that he ſhould give fo flight a 


due advantage, would alone ſuffice for a 
compleat Penee rick. 

That all Commiſſion'd Officers ſhould 
draw their Swords in their Supreme Ge- 
neraPs Defence, if he would be honeſt] . 
and orderly : But if imperious and abu-j| — 
five, {bould brandiſh them to his Execu -- 
don; 8 this was a Piece of the Law of Hi 
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*geF. 7. f Johanner Rfuris Catanens. Gene v. 1643 Un 
4 P. 128. e Lipfus, Oxon. 1662. 2* p. 196, 397 297.1] „. 
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Nature, and always an inherent Liberty 
of the Subject; But former Princes had 


conceſſion: lay, \Grhat i into an avow'd 
Command, which in its utmoſt Improve- 
ment before had been but a tacit allow - 
ance. This paſſage with other of like 
tendence were pertly cited, and very lo- 
vingly applied by that virulent : Preacher 
in King JamEzs I. his Reign, who bor- 
row d his. Notion of ſubjection from Da 
vid Paræus, and fo brought on che Com- 


mentaries of that Author the mockery. | 


of Martyrdom. 


And the 1 17d e of $cot= 


and, who were never much addicted io 
admire any, thing that came from a 
Prince, were yet lo mightily taken with 
this Compliment of the Emperor's, that: 
in the minority of a late Prince, they 
ſtamp'd on their Coin the Impreſs of a 


Sword with. that Motto. It \ was a more 
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| | ry,&c.. London 1674. in Fol. Port t. I. 2. . 
der the year 1622. p. $8, 39. Hiſtoria & Antiquitates 
Univerſitatis Oxonienſis. Oxon. 1674. wn 446. l. and 
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been too ſhy and ſurly to OWN it, it was 
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paddy Precept for Liberty than any their 
arren Goſpel would afford: And tho? 
it was a Heathen rant from one Prince to 
2 particular Subject, they would adopt it 
for an univerſal Chriſtian Duty, and i 

ſuch a caſe, devout Souls, for once they 
would obey for Conſcience fake... 
Nay, there has ſcarce been any one 
Peftilent Libel teem'd to promote Anar- 
chy and juſtify * Rebellion, but what has 
gloried in this Quotation and built upon 
it the conſequence of an Atbitrary Sub- 
miſſion, not longer to be practis'd than 
while no Oppreſſions or Grievances could 
be plauſibly or indeed poſſibly complainꝰd 
of. Yet it mult be confeſs d that + Fins 
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Steph. Junii Bruti Vindiciæ contra Tyrannos, G. 
Urſellis, 1600. 125 quæſt. 3. p. 158. Anonymous Treatiſe. 
De jure Magiſtratuum in Subditos,'&c.,'p. 217. amext. 


wſually to the former; both which pat ſeandalous and perni- 


eious pieces have been almoſt generally reputed to have been 
penn d by Theod. Beza; although ſome, I know, have f4-" 
ther d the latter on his Comrade Fran. Hottoman, the great 
Civilian. Grot. De jure belli ac pacis, &. I. T. c. 4. Se.” 
6. Johannis Miltoni pro Populo Anglicano defenſſo, 
Sc. Lond. 165 T. 125 p. 176, 17%. with many other. - 
1. Joannis Adami Okandr! Jusbelliac pacis H.Grotit- 
Huſtratum Tubinge, 1671. 8% ad I. 1. c. 4. Theſ. 6. 05. 
fervatio, 3 552. Sam. Bocharti Epiſtola Domino Morley 
ad jecta Geogr. Sacre. &c. Francof. 1674. 4 p · 54. Dy. 
Will. Falkner's Chriſtian Loyalty, Ct. Lond. 1679. 8 


b. 2. : i 


air ed Authors of a calmer Temper, have N | 
10? || | conſtantly given far more fober Inter- |] 
to of this ſo unwary and incon- 3 
te || fiderate a flouriſh; i291 by 21.08 
in But whether this Expreſſion of Tra- > al 
ey jan were only the ſtretch and effort of a 
* ||  complaifant Humour; or no more than 
ne a Figure to dreſs up his confidence of 

' || that Perſon's Integrity to whom it was | 
AS apply*'d : Or whether (what's indeed the 
on | moſt plauſible Salvo, yet argues a flight | 
4 of Generoſity beyond Diſcretion) it was 
an a declaration of his fixt Reſolves to Go- | 
la vern well. REY GCAO ante | 
pd | Weareſureif it be intepreted for a ſe- 

n. || Tious Inſtruction, for any practicable 

ed Advice, nothing could more proclaim 

i tde unadviſedneſs of that Prince, becauſe , 
yl | nothing more evacuates all the Ties of p 
6 | Allegiance. For if Subjects mult in truth | 
n no longer ſubmit, than they confeſs them- | 
„ ſelves unoppreſt and honeſtly dealt with: | 
fs. || But as ſoon as a little teaz d with any | 
tat bY by A EEE IEEE | 
aa.” OY TINT eee, | 
ho, b. 2. c. 3.88.1. Para. 8. Dr. Gabriel Towerſon's Expli- | 
0 cation on ibe Decalogue, & c. Lond. 1681. Fol. On the | 
Xt - V. Com. Part 7. p. 259. Sir George Mackenzie's Jus Re- 1 
05. gium, Cc. Lond. 1684. 8 p. 50. Dr. W. Sherlock Caſe c 
le of Reſiſtance, & c. Lon. 1684. 80 c. 5. p. 171, 172. Beſides | 
Dr. Dr. William Howel, who barely mentjons it; Inſtitution 
-g9+ of General Hiſtory, Or. L. 1680. Pl. Second Edit. b. 4. 
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imaginary Wrong (for they themſelves 
are to be ſole Judges, or the Principle 
has no conſequence) may fly in the Face 
of that Authority, which gives them the 
Affront, and depoſe that Power which 
they ſuſpect will be too hard for em, is 


ſo rank a Tenet, that Treaſon, Tumult, 


Anarchy, Confuſion, and all the licen- 
tious Miſehiets of Earth and Hell would 
be its ' damning} Inference: The Prince 


being cruſh'd into the moſt helpleſs of 


Slaves, and every peevifh Incendiary 
-prefer'd his Supreme Lord:: 5 8 


It hurries on ſo violently to Seditions 


and Rebellion, that did the Romans be- 


lieve they might do what this direction 
to the Captain imply'd, and yet permit 
the Emperor, who authoris'd 'em with 


that Privilege, to paſs his one and twen- 


ty Years Reign without any Mutiny or 
Inſurrection: I fay, did the Romans ſup- 


poſe it to be ſerious Advice, and yet ne- 


ver pervert it to the Prejudice of him, 
who beſtow'd it, nothing leſs can be in- 


ferr'd than (what is not handſome to 


own) that the Loyalty of Heathens ſur- 
mounts that of the preciſeſt Chriſtians, 
ſince the one could be ſteadily Obedient 
where they had in a manner leave to Re- 


' \ , 
we, 
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ſiſt: And yet the other be ſo apt to Re- 


bel, where they have all the reſtrictions 


of N ature, Religion, and National Laws 
to ſubmit and be quiet. c 
Nay, had this ſoothing Prince deli- 
ver'd it as a Licence to have himſelf cha- 
ſtis'd, yet by the frankeſt conceſſion he - 
could not have Authoris'd the Captain's 
Revolt. For it is even beyond the Pre- 
rogative of Supreme Powers to Legiti- 
mate Reſiſtance, or endow their Sub- 
jects with a Charter to Rebel. However 
valid unextorted Reſignations and vo- 
luntary Aſſents to depoſition may be, yet 
*tis certain no Sovereign Authority, while 
ſo continuing, can diſpence any Liberty 
for Diſobedience, or abſolve from the 
Crime of Treaſon, any more than my 
ſaying to another, P/ give you leave to kill 
me, would in Juſtice acquit him from 
the guilt of Murther, 8 
So that whatever acceptation it will 
bear, there is nothing more illogical, 
impertinent, or abſurd than to alledge it 
as an Authentick Plea for Subjects by 
force to amend the ſuſpected Weges 
ties of their Governours : , Yet to this Uſe 
have a great many late Demagogues 
moſt a 11 it in . 40 
2 efi- 
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defiance to all the evident reſtrictions of 


Nature's and Religion's Laws. Some 


from hence inferring a right of Reſiſt- 


ance as a Property of each the moſt in- 
ſerior Member of Societies: Others by a 


modeſter (though no leſs miſchievous) 


retrench confining it to the ſubordinate 
Magiſtrates, whoſe Office is pretended 
to impower em for a defence of the Peo- 
ples Liberties, though in expreſs oppo- 
ſition to that Superior, who deputed 
m. 7 f G | ; ; - ; 

After all, the moſt natural deduction, 
which I conceive this paſſage capable of, 
is this, that ſuch flaſhes of good Nature 


in a Prince may be of very hurtful Con- 


ſequence, they proſtitute his Honour, 
alienate his Authority, and make all the 
Rabble an execrable High Court of Ju- 
ſtice. Hence I wonder'd at always, 
and condemn'd the inconſiderateneſs of 
thoſe Authors, who, though they would 
interpret it to no diſloyal 'Tendence, yet 
have wink'd at the Conſequence they 
are preſum'd to deteſt, and have only 
extoll'd this ſaying for the noble Sally 
of a reſolute, undaunted, and heroick 
Soul. Whereas tis at the beſt but an 


unwary Vapour, an indigeſted flant of 


(13) 


Popularity, to the queſt whereof this 
Prince was too abundantly addicted, as 
is farther conſpicuous in ſeveral other 
of his demeanours remark'd in the 
following harrangue : Particularly -in - 
the LVI. Se. where Plizy ſeems to in- 


timate that Trajan had ſubmitted: him- 
ſelf to Govern upon the ſtrange and 


unheard of Terms, of the Prince being 


above the Laws, but the Laws. above the 


Prince: Which deſtroys the prime and 
fundamental Prerogative of Princes , 


their being unaccountable to any but 


God, and was the very Principle our 
late Regicides proceeded on. Þ _ 
It is true, if that ſpecious Maxim, 
be meant only of the pre- eminence of 
the Laws in a bare directive and re- 


gulative Power, it is what ſober Men 


have always own'd, and wiſe Prin- 


ces have as duly practisd ; but if it 
muſt be underſtood ( as the occaſion 


and coherence in Plizy intimate) of 
a coercive, and vindicative Power to 
be exercis'd on Supreme Governours ; 


whenever their Subjects ſhall adjudge 
*em guilty of the breach of thoſe Laws, 


which they have oblig'd themſelves 
by Oath ta abſerve ; It debaſes the 


Prince 
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| Prince beneath the vileſt Malefactors, 


and expoſe 
of Butcheries: For though it proclaims 
not an impunity to a private Aſſaſſi - 


nate, yet it aſcertains the Murther, and 
enhances the Ignominy, by juſtifying a 


formal Execution. 


The Strictures upon the uncautious 
Humour of Trajan I have thought fit 
to premiſe from an hearty averſneſs 
to whatever plauſible Pretences may 


int ene to Sedition. 


uch little improvident Deliveries are 


as * as the rankeſt of down- 
right Poſitions ; 


fatal, becauſe trick d up in a more 


ſpecious Guiſe, where the Venom in 
being lefs diſcern'd is the more palata- 


bly imbib'd, and ſpreads its Infection 


with the greater defiance to Art and 


Antidote. 


So that if this G We all 
farther Contagion, it is what my ho- 
neſt Endeavours ſineerely aim at, and 
what my Prayers {hall never be want- 


ing to promote. 


Yet after this Reflection on the ea- 
ſineſs and indecent compliances of Tra- 
jan, I muſt do him fo much juſtice as 

"+ 


8 his Perſon: to the worſt 


nay, they be more 
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to confeſs, that he was judicious enougli 
to foreſee the Miſchiefs of his hanging 
on the Peoples Courteſie; and there- 
fore whenever any impendent Danger 
threatned, he vindicated his Dignity 
from all Eneroachments, and ſharply 


quell'd all the Aſſaults of Faction, as 
is evident in ſeveral Occurrences of his 
Reign, more eminently in his exem- 


plary Juſtice on thoſe, who diſturb'd 
his Predeceſſor's Peace, Caſperius and 


his Pretorians, who proteſted againſt 


Nerva's pardon of Domitian's Murthe- 


rers, and Covenanted to bring em 


all to a condign Puniſhment: Yet 


without any Injury to the Perſon of 
their Prince ; but for all this winning 


and pious Pretext, Trajan ſends for 


'em, and amidſt their hopes of "Excuſe 
and Preferment, executes the Leader 


and principal Followers: To which 


juſt Vengeance the happineſs of his re- 
maining Years is more to be attribu- 
ted than to any Clemency or ſparing 
; ̃ͥ 8 = : 
And now IJ ask the Reader no other 
Mercy, but, That when he has run 
through this Character of a Roman 
Emperor, he would bleſs the . 
: ro- 
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